

Travel Team Try Out Policy

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this policy is to standardize the CCYHA Travel Team Tryout Policy.

PLAYER ELIGIBILITY

1. Any player who is properly registered with CCYHA, and is current with all registration and travel try out fees is eligible to try out for the travel team at the player’s age appropriate level or one level above the age appropriate level.

2. If the player is selected to be on the upper level travel team and the player’s parent(s) agree that the player will play at the upper level, the CCYHA Registrar and Treasurer will be notified and any additional costs will be due upon CCYHA Board notification to the player’s parents.

3. No player will be permitted to play on a non-travel team that is above his/her age appropriate level, unless approved by the Board of Directors.
4. Trying out for an upper level travel team does not guarantee the player a position on his/her age appropriate travel team. This position will need to be gained through the try out process at the age-appropriate level as well. 

5. Tryout Fees will be required to be paid for each level team that the participant tries out for. 

6. Tryout schedules are set prior to registration and will not be changed to accommodate special circumstances, such as the possibility that a player will be required to skate in consecutive tryout ice slots on the same day (i.e. with no rest period between these tryouts). 

7. Players who make a Travel team are not automatically granted a guaranteed set amount of playing time during games. CCYHA does not expressly guarantee any individual’s playing time on travel teams. Parents need to consult the travel team Head Coach regarding this topic prior to making any decision on which team to roster on.
8. Players who are excluded from travel tryouts due to a medical reason will be subject to the following rules:
a. A medical excuse from the attending physician restricting physical activity must be presented.

b. The player will be permitted to try out once his/her physician has released him/her from activity restrictions.  The selection committee appointed for the original team try outs will evaluate the players’ ability.

c. No player will be permitted to try out for a travel team under any circumstances after October 15.

d. It is generally recognized that the travel team coach’s child will make the travel team.  In the case where the injured player is the child of the coach, he/she will be exempt from the above procedures and will be excused from the travel try outs.
TRAVEL TEAM PLAYER SELECTION PROCESS

1. Selection of players for all CCYHA travel teams shall be made by the Head Coach and his/her selected assistant coach(s) of the Travel team in consultation with the Travel Team Selection Committee. The Travel Team Selection Committee (the Committee) members for a given tryout shall consist of at least two (2) Board-approved Travel team Coaches for the upcoming season. The Coaching Directors will approve the committee members for each tryout.
The Committee shall meet prior to the first scheduled tryout to review the selection process. If for an approved reason, a member of the committee cannot attend a scheduled tryout for a given team, that committee member shall be excluded from the selection process for the team involved. 

The Head Coach and all of the committee members shall use a player rating system that has been developed by the Coaching Directors and approved by the Board of Directors. 

Each Travel team tryout candidate shall be evaluated and rated by the Head Coach, through consultation with his assistant coach(s) and the committee separately and the evaluations and ratings of the committee shall be compared to the Head Coach’s ratings for each player. The Head Coach, asst. coach(s), the Coaching Director and the committee members shall meet immediately after the last tryout session for the team to compare the respective ratings for each player. Any category rating by the committee that substantially differs from the Head Coach’s rating (i.e. more than 2 points per board meeting minutes of 8/5/05) must be discussed, and agreed upon by the Head Coach and the Committee prior to the rating being finalized. In the event that an agreement cannot be reached between the Head Coach and the committee on an individual player’s final rating, the Head Coach and the committee shall justify their ratings to the Coaching Director for the given team and the Coaching Director shall make the final rating decision for that player. The Coaching Director’s rating in this case shall be the final rating for that player and he/she shall make the Head Coach and the rest of the committee aware of his decision during this meeting.

2. In general, the results of the player tryout ratings shall be used to select the players for the travel teams, with leeway given to the Head Coach and asst. coach(s) for decisions to fill various positions on the team (i.e. centers, wingers, defenseman and goalies).

3. The rating process and travel team player list shall be documented by the Head Coach to the board by way of email to the Operations Director. All original rating forms shall be provided to the Board Secretary for filing.

4. Once the Head Coach finalizes team selections, he/she shall immediately identify the team members to Board Secretary for filing and posting on the website.

NUMBER OF PLAYERS TO BE SELECTED FOR EACH TRAVEL TEAM:
1. The number of players to be selected to a travel team varies is generally a function of the following factors:

· The minimum quantity of players necessary to field a competitive travel team. This number increases as you increase the age level (i.e. it takes more players on a Bantam team than a Squirt team due to more intense physical play).

· The number and level of skill of the pool of players who decide to try out for a given team.

· The Head Coach’s philosophy of team / player ice time management (i.e. player selected for a position or role and whether Coach plans to use special teams vs. normal shifts when man up/down).

· The number of Goalies trying out.

2. It is the philosophy of CCYHA to select all eligible Travel-quality players to play for our Travel teams. Therefore, CCYHA cannot place a set number as a maximum for each Travel team roster quantity. This will always be determined by the Head Coach during tryouts and, if necessary, through consultation among the Head Coach, asst. coach(s), the Operations Director and the Board of Directors.

3. CCYHA does recommend minimum team amount of rostered travel team players as long as the number skilled players who try out allow this:


Age Level (Youth)

Suggested Minimum Number of Travel players


8 & under - Mite




10


10 & under – Squirt




12


12 & under – PeeWee




14


14 & under – Bantam




16


16 & under – Midget Minor



16


18 & under – Midget Major



16

Age Level (Girls)

Suggested Minimum Number of Travel players

10 & under





12

12 & under





12

14 & under





14

16 & under





14

19 & under





16
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